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veiled the only religion in the world, which hath ever taught
the doctrines of benevolence, peace and charity, to bo the
foundation of hatred, war, and massacres? Have .1 not
propagated ambition, with the doctrine of humility! . . .
Doth not the Book say, Do unto all men, that which you
would have them do unto you? And have I not made thorn,
in mere obedience to this law, do unto all men every thing,
which they would most fear to have others do unto them-
selves?" The Pretender is represented as being instigated
by the Pope, who in turn is in league with the Devil, and
has become worse than his master. As Fielding conducts
the dialogue, the Devil appears before the Pope, who pro-
poses to him the establishment of the Inquisition in Eng-
land; but the Devil stares at the proposal as beyond any-
thing he had ever had in mind. Thereupon the Pretender
enters, and the conversation proceeds between the three,
the Devil having disguised himself, at the Pope's sugges-
tion, in the robes of Cardinal Alberoni, that his cloven foot
may be concealed from the young gentleman. The Pope
bids the Pretender godspeed, and promises him 100,000
indulgences and 200,000 curses for his use; but when the
Pretender asks that his chaplain be made Archbishop of
Canterbury, the Pope becomes very angry, and compels
him to submit wholly to the church in all ecclesiastical
appointments.

Before they have done with him, the Pretender accepts
the divine right of kings as explained by the Devil, and
promises to regard England as a fief held at will from the
Pope, to restore the abbey lands, and to massacre all the
heretics. As soon as the Pretender leaves, the Devil laughs
at the Pope for his impossible project of subduing .England
to the Church of Eome and refuses to grant so great a
bungler a further leave of five years' power. "Was not
Alexander the Great," says the Devil, "contented, that I
suffered him to live but half your age! Did not he say,
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